‘Law Practlce is not for the Indolent’

My name is Rafiq Anammah. [ obtained my
LLB from the University of Nigeria in 2009
and, thereafter, proceeded to the Nigerian Law
Sdloolwhﬂeloblairuimyd?c.lLIwasczél:db
the Nigerian Bar in 2010. I did my man,
of Justice, Asaba. I was in the t of
Public Prosecutions (DPP} of the Ministry.

I am a member of the Dispute Resolution
Practice Group of AELEX. Before joining AELEX
in 2014, T worked with the law office of C. O.
Okwusogu (SAN) & Co. and later with Chudi
Obieze & Co.. I am also, a trained and certi-
fibd arbitrator, mediator and congiliator. I am
a member of the Intermational Bar Association
(IBA), Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (UK),
and the Institute of Chartered Mediators and
Congiliators (ICMC).

My areas of legal practice span aviation,
maritime, property, taxation, and telecom-
munication laws.

1 enjoy reading books and listening to music,
duﬁ?gozlyleisureﬁme.

Have you had any challenges in your
career as a Lawyer, andifso,whatwete

the main
Some of the challeng&lfaoedas
al.awyer,wemduxingmyﬁxstfewyearsat

the Bar. I found it challenging to respond to
several court applications or processes at the
same time, considering the time limitations set
by the various Rules

Dispute Resolution Practice Group of court
to so do. However, with experience, I have
discovered that if I prioritise the applications
or processes, I can comfortably respond to them
without putting myself under undue pressure.
Secondly, I have tp.stay .alert at.all times, to
ensure that judgements are not. ohtamed and
exectition: levied our:
l«nwﬁdga!m&l pricess. This det be:
whixt yourpravtics spans

litigation lawyer, I spend a lot of time conducting
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legalreseardl,plepamlgcourtpmm&sand

in court. It is often times difficult |
formetoumtesufﬁamttmmhomlaxmﬂ\l
friends and family, and this sometimes affects

my personal life.

What was your worst day as a Lawyer? |
ugworstdayasalawyer , was a day when |
a Judge delivered a ruling in an application that
Ihadﬁled ess of the fact that | knew

| the founder and principal of C. O. Okwusogu

In my perscnal life, the most influential |
, person has been my aunt, Dr (Mrs) Abutu.
| She is a staunch Christian. Growing up under |
her watchful eyes, she ensured that I took the
path of Godliness and shumned sodial vices. The
values she inculcated in me, have contributed |
immensely in making me who I am today.

Professionally, the most influential persons in

I my life have been two of the most

men | have ever come across, the late Obiekwe
SAN, and Chudi Obieze. Before his
sad demise in 2016, Obiekwe was

& Co,, a Lagos based litigation law firm where
I started my legal practice in 2011. I admired his
and si . Even as a Senior Advocate

| of Nigeria, he would insist on carrying his ba;

i hnnselfwbmweappeamdmoourtbgeﬂ\eg
| That made a huge impression on me. [ never
| saw him insult any of his staff or colleagues.
| Chudi Obieze is the founder and principal of !

Chudi Obieze & Co, a litigation faw firm in
Onitsha. I admire his calmness and d

in pursuing any cause he undertakes and believes
in He would always take his time to vet any |
draft you presented to him, and would never

| court to watch legal
|faclms [ had to settle for the study of Law and

| who was a one-time Attomey-General of the

| Federation, late Chief P. O. Balonwu, SAN, and

manyo&uslmwﬂwpreshgeﬁmeu@wdua]s
had, and the respect they commanded in the

etybywrtueofﬂ\efact&\atﬂ-leywere
Lawyers, and [ made up my mind to be like

|them'IherewasaIsoa w court that is close
.tDmyhousemOmtsl'ia so [ had easy and early

| contact with the law, by sometimes going to
. With all these

Tam glad I did.

What would be your advice to anyone
wanting a career in Law?

My advice to anyone contemplating studying
Law, is that it is a good idea. However, Law is
not for the indolent. To successfully study and

| practice law, one requires utmost commitment
| and concentration. It is only in rare cases, that

a new entrant into the profession would start

mhnghugeearmngs The first few years, are

| usually for the Lawyer who is

]usthymgtofind or her feet. However, if the
young Lawyer can persevere, and he gains the

requisite experience and competence, he would

| castigate a junior colleague for any mistake = notice his grow with time and life ma

i done. Instead, he would correct the mistake | become easier. So, lfthe irant has a “get ni

calmly, and move on as if nothing hap | quick” mentality, then pmfessmls&\e
'l'hen,mepamwsatAELEXcamotbeleft Mmgplaoeforhunorher

out. These are very ambitious and hard

individuals, who have excelled in their ‘ If you had not become a Lawyer, what

areas of law practice, and who have prachcally career would you have chosen?

that the law and the facts were on my side on |
the issues I had canvassed before the court, the |
dedision went against me for inexplicable reasons. |
|
What was your most memorable experience |
as a Lawyer ? :
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proven that a law practice can successfully be | Iwmﬂdhavedmtobea[echmbemusel
run like a business entity, which it ought to ! love teaching. I may have also been a Footballer,
be. I have leamnt from them that a law practice | as it remains one of my hobbies.

should not be managed in a tandy and nondhalant
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shouldberunasm Vet Inhenyears,byGodsgmce,Ihopetohave
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