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INTRODUCTION

The Nigerian Immigration Service
(NIS) recently rolled out a new Visa
on Arrival (VoA) application process
for Business Travelers and African
nationals. The VoA became effective
on 1st January 2020 and is only
applicable to Business Travelers (non-
African Union nationals who are
frequently traveled high net worth
investors with business interest in
Nigeria) and African national (citizens
of non-ECOWAS African countries).
The application process does not
apply to nationals of ECOWAS
countries who do not require a visa to
visit Nigeria and nationals of other
countries which Nigeria has entered
into visa abolition agreements.

ELIGIBILITY

To be eligible for a VoA, applicants
must meet one of the criteria below:
1. Frequently traveled business
persons of international repute,

2. Executives of multi-national
companies,

3. Members Of government
delegations,

4. Holders of United Nations Laissez-
Passer,

5. Holders of African Union Laissez-
Passer, or

6. Holders of any other official travel
documents of other recognized
international organizations who intend
to visit Nigeria.

THE APPLICATION PROCESS

The VoA application process
comprises of two steps:

1. Online application and payment,
and

2. Biometric enrolment, visa issuance
and immigration clearance at the Port
of Entry.

Applicants that qualify as business
travelers are required to visit the NIS
portal
(https://portal.immigration.gov.ng/Vis
aArrivalProgram/freshVisaOnArrivalPr
ogram) and complete the online
application form. During the process,
the applicant would make the
requisite payment and upload the
following documents:

a. Passport photographs,

b. A copy of his passport data page,
c. An introduction/application letter,
d. A copy of his airline return ticket,
e. Registration particulars of the Host
Company or letter of permission in
the case of a non-governmental
organisation, and

f. An invitation letter from Host
Company amongst other
requirements.

Similarly, African nationals are
required to also complete the online
application form, make the requisite
payment and upload their passport
photographs, data page of their
international passport, an
introduction/application letter and a
copy of an airline return ticket.
Please follow this link to view the
detailed requirements and procedure
for each of the steps with a few
variations between business travelers
and African nationals.



ALl VoA applications are treated
within 48 hours and must be pre-
approved, with an approval letter
sent to the applicant’s email, prior to
arrival in Nigeria.

An approval letter is valid for 14 days
only. Corporate entities, investors and
foreign nationals are advised to
acquaint themselves with the new
VoA procedure and requirements
which can be considered as a
laudable achievement on the part of
the NIS.
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ALEX is a full-service commercial and dispute resolution firm. It is one of the largest law firms
in West Africa with offices in Lagos, Port Harcourt and Abuja in Nigeria and Accra, Ghana. A
profile of our firm can be viewed here. You can also visit our website at www.aelex.com to
learn more about our firm and its services.’

COPYRIGHT: All rights reserved. No part of the publication may be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means without the prior permission in
writing of ELEX or as expressly permitted by law.

DISCLAIMER: This publication is not intended to provide legal advice but to provide
information on the matter covered in the publication. No reader should act on the matters
covered in this publication without first seeking specific legal advice.

ALEX is a full-service commercial and dispute resolution firm. It is one of the largest law firms
in West Africa with offices in Lagos, Port Harcourt and Abuja in Nigeria and Accra, Ghana.

Contact us at:

4th Floor, Marble House,
1 Kingsway Road, Falomo lkoyi,
Lagos, Nigeria

Telephone: (+234-1) 4617321-3, 2793367-8, 7406533,

E-mail: lagos@aelex.com

Click here www.aelex.com

to follow our social media handles
click below

nmg @ @aelexpartners
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